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Bu konm-HeOy/b Uynu iCTOpito NpO CTapuiil By IMYHUI
aixtap? BoHa, Moxe, il He HAATO LliKaBa, ajle LIbOro
pasy Bu MoxeTe ii nocityxatu. Lle 0yB gyzke MoBaxKHUI
cTapuil JIiXTap, KU POCJY>KUB 6araTo-6araTo pokis,
a Ternep MaB MiTU Ha CITIOYNHOK.

LIboro Beuopa BiH BOCTAHHE CTOSIB HA CBOEMY MICII,
OCBITIIIOIOYM By/MIO. Mloro nouyTrs 6ym cXoxi Ha
NOYYTTS CTApOl TAHLIBHULI B T€ATPi, sIKa TAHIIOE
BOCTAHHE 11 3HAa€, 1110 3aBTPa CUIITUME HAa CBOEMY
ropuili — CaMOTHs 1 3a0yTa.

JIixTap iy>ke XBUTIOBABCS NEpefi HACTYITHUM JIHEM, 60
3HAaB, 110 IOMY I0BEIETHCS BMEPILE MOCTATH Nepef
MEPOM 1 PaJIoI0 MiCTa, SIKi MaJIi BUPILLIUTHU, YA
NPUAATHUI BiH JJO MOAAIBILOT CIY>KOM. Ko Tak —
MOro MOCTaBJATh Y NepeAMICTi uu 61n1st pabpuku, a
SIKILO Hi — BIJINPaBISTh HA YaBYHOJIMBAPHUI 3aBOJI,
1100 neperniaBuTu. Y TakoMy pasi BiH Mil CTaTy 4uM
3aBIOJIHO, 1 JTIXTap HEMOKOIBCSl, UM 3MOXKE TOfIi 3rajjaTu,
110 KOJIUCH OYB BYJIMYHUM JIIXTApEM.

Ta six 61 He cTanocs, ofiHe OyJI0 NeBHe: BiH
PO3IIyUUTHCS 31 CTOPOXKEM 1 FIOT0 IPYKUHOIO, IKUX
BBaXKaB CBOEIO pojrHOL0. JlixTap noicuim Toro
CaMoro Beyopa, KoJIM MOJIOAMI CTOPOXK yreplie
3aCcTynMB Ha ciiy>k0y. Bigroai MuHyo 6araTo pokis.
Jpy>uHa cTopoxa crepliily Maja BUCOKi aMOiLi1 i
3BepTaja Ha JixTap yBary xiba 1o BBeuepi. Ta ko
BC1 BOHM — CTOPOX, Or0 Ipy>KMHA 1 caM JiiXTap —
NoCTapiiv, BOHA AOTJIsiflaia oro, YUCTUIIA, HAJTMBAA
outii. YecHi mrou 6ymu i cTapeHbKi — HiKOJIU He
OO/ILJIUIIM JIIXTAp HABITh KPANJIMHOLO.



OTto3K, CBITHB BiH CBIil OCTaHHIi1 Beuip, a BpaHLi MaB
BUPYILUTH 70 paTyiii. [ToxmMypi [yMKU He laBajiu iiomy
CIIOKOI0, TOX 1 TOPiB BiH ThMsiHO. [IpoTe B gy 111e
MEPEXTLIM CHOraiu: BiH OaUYMB YUMAJIO, NPOJIUB CBITJIO
Ha 6e3J1i4 iICTOpifl — 1, MOKJIMBO, 3HaB HE MEHIIIe, HIXK
yCi TPUALUSATH MIICTh YIeHIB MicbKoi paju. Ta MoBYaB,
60 HE XOTIB HIKOr0 00pa3uTH, 0COOJMBO HAYAIbCTBO.

I or nixTap nopunyB y cnoragu. [Tosym’si B Hbomy
CrajaxyBajio BiJf AyMOK:

- «Tak, 1 mpo MeHe XToch 3rajjiac! Xo4 Ou Toii rapHuil
IOHaK... BiH Ko/MCh MiIifAIOB 10 MEHE 3 JIMCTOM Y
pykax. JIuct 6yB Ha TOHKOMY POXKEBOMY Marnepi,
NMCAaHUI XIHOYOI0 pyKoro. BiH npounTas iioro fiBiui,
NOLILTYBAB 1 MiHSIB 10 MEHe Csitoui oui: “S1
HaMIAC/IMBIIIA JTIOMHA Ha CBIT1!” — cKa3as BiH.
TinpKu BiH Ta s 3HAIU, IO HAMKCANa B JIUCTI IOro
KOXaHa».

[Tam’siTaro & ¥ iHmi oyi... [IMBHO, SIK MEPECKaKyIOTh
nymku! Harmoro Bynuiero pyxasnacsi MuiliHa MOXOPOHHA
npouecisi. Ha 066uTiii okcaMuTOM MOBO3Li BE3JU B
TPYHi MOJIOJly MpeKpacHy XiHKY. CKiJlbKu 0yJIO BiHKIB
Ta KBITIB! A CMOJIOCKMIIIB TOPUIO CTIJIbKHU, 110 BOHU
30BCIM 3aTbMapuUi MO€ cBiTNO. TpoTyapu O6yau
3anoBHeHi JitoibMU. Ta KOJM CMOJIOCKUINY 3HUKJIA 3
BUJ1Y, 51 O3UPHYBCS 1 MOOAYMB JIFOJIMHY, SIKa CTOsIA OLy1st
MOro cToBna i niakana. — Hikoau MeHi He 3a0yTn
OISy Oro CKOpOOTHUX OYel, O IUBUIIUCS Ha
MeHe ! »

I 6araTo mpo 1110 11ie 3rajyBaB CTApUil BYJIMUHUIA JIIXTap
y 1IeW ocTaHHii Bevip. JlixTap He 3HaB, XTO MpuUiisie
IOMY Ha 3MiHY, 1 HE Mil' PO3MOBICTH Hi MPO JIOLL, Hi PO
HEroj1y, Hi PO Te, SIK MiCSIllb OCBITIIIOE TPOTYap i 3
SIKOro OOKY JIMe BiTep.



Y ueii yac Ha MOCTi Yepe3 BOJIOCTIUHY KaHaBY
3’SIBUJIMCS TPY KAHJUJIATU HA MICLIE, 1110 3BUILHSETHCSI,
sIKi BBaXKaJI, 1110 TIPU3HAYEHHS Ha TIOCaJly 3aJIeXKUTh Bif|
camoro Jixtapsi. [lepuioto 6yma ocenesena rojiona,
IO CBITUTKCSI B TEMPSIBi; BOHA BBaKasa, 1110 11 MosiBa Ha
CTOBIIi 3HAYHO CKOPOTUTHL BUTpaTy oJii. [Ipyrum 6yB
IIMaTOK THUJIOTO JiepeBa, sSIKU TeX CBITUBCS B
TEMHOTI, HaBITh SICKpaBillie, HiX B’siJIeHa TpicKa.
TpeTim KaHauaaTOM OYB CBITJISTUOK; 3BiJIKM BiH Y35IBCSI,
JIXTap HisIK HE MIT BTOPONaTH, aJIe TUM HE MEHIII
CBITJISTYOK OYB TYT 1 TEXK CBITHBCSI.

Crapuil nixTap cKasas, 110 >KOJIEH 3 HUX HE CBITUTb
HACTIIILKU SICKPABO, 1100 OyTHU BYJIMYHUM JIIXTAPEM,
aje oMy, 3BICHO, He MOBIPWIK. A [II3HABUINCH, 110
NPU3HAYEHHSI Ha NIOCA/ly 3aJIEXKUTh 30BCIM HE Bij] HBOTO,
BCi TPO€ BiluyJIM MOJIETIEHHs, 60 BBa>KaJM HOro HaTo
CTapuM /|1 NPaBUIILHOTO BUOOPY .

Y 1eit MOMEHT BiTep MPOHICCs 3-3a pOTy BYJIHII, 1
NPOLIENOTIB CTAPOMY JIIXTapIO:

- o 51 uyro? KaxyTb, ™1 el 3aBTpa y BiicTaBky? I
s 6auy Te6e TyT BocTanHe? Toji s1 Myly nofgapyBaTu
TOO1 MpOLLATLHUI NOAAPYHOK. S mojyto To61 B MO30K,
1100 y Mail0yTHbOMY TH HE TLIbKM MIT N1aM'siTaTu BCe,
1110 6a4MB YU YYB Y MUHYJIOMY, aJl€ i1 TBOE BHYTPILLIHE
CBITJIO OYJIO TaKUM SICKPABUM, 1110 TU MIl' PO3yMITH BCE,
1110 TOBOPSITh YK POOJISATH Y TBOTH NPUCYTHOCTI».

— He 3Haro, sk TeOe il qsKyBaTH! — cKas3aB cTapuii
jixtap. — JIui Ou He NoTpanuTH Ha NepenaBKy !

— Jlo uporo uie fganeko, — BiAnoBiB Bitep. — Hy,
3apa3 sl MPOBITPUB TBOKO MaM’ ITh. SIKOM TH OTpUMaB
6arato Takux NOJIAPYHKIB, y Tebe Oyna 6 mpueMHa
CTapiCTh.



— JIv 61 He MOTpanuTH Ha NEperiaBky! — MOBTOPUB
jixtap. — AGO, MOXe, TH 1 y LIbOMY BUNAJIKY
36epeskelll MeHi nam’siTb? — Bynb ke po3cyymBum,
cTapuil JixTap! — ckas3aB BITEp 1 IMyXHYB.

Y 110 XBUJIMHY BU3UPHYB MICSIb.
— A Bu 110 TIoilapyeTe? — 3anuTaB BiTep.

— 51 HiYOrO He MOXY JJaTh, — BIJNIOBLJIa BOHA.—
2Kopni naMm HiKOJIM HE [lJaBajii MEHI CBITJIa, X04a s
YacTO CBITMB Ha HUX. | Micsib 3HOBY CXOBaBCSI 3a
XMapu — BiH HE XOTIB, 100 IOMy HaOpHUaAJIu.

Panrom Ha 3ani3Huii KOBMAK JiXTaps Baja Kparnis.
3naBasocsi, BOHa CKOTUJIACA 3 JlaXy, aje KparJisi
cKasaja, 1110 € IapOM CipHUX XMap, i, MOXKJIUBO,
HaKpalmM 3 yCix fapiB. «5 Tak rimGoKO MPOHUKHY B
Tebe, — cKas3asla BOHa, — L0 TM MaTUMELl CUITY
3ap>KaBiTH 1, SIKILIO 3a0a3Ka€lll, PO3CUNIATUCS HA MOPOX
3a OJJHY HIY».

JlixTapto 1eit nofapyHoK 37aBCsl IOraHUM, BITPY —
TaKOX.

— XT0 flacTh Oinbiie? XTo gacTh Ouiblue? — 3allyMiB
BiH 1110 OYJIO CHJIH.

I Tiei >k xBUMHYU 3 HeOa BIJIa 31pKa, 3aJIMILUBIIN 32
00010 TOBrUil CSIMMBUIA CIIIf,

— IIlo ue? — ckpukHyJa oceseuena rojopa. —
Hesxxe, 3ipka 3 HeOa Bnana? [ 3qaeThest, NpsiMO HA
aixtap. Hy, siKiio 1iel nocagu qoMararoTbesl Taki
BHCOKOIIOCTABJIEHI 0COOM, HAM 3aJIMIIAETHCS TiJILKA
3a0UpaTUCS TETh.

Taxk yci Tpoe i 3poouiu. A cTapuil JixTap panTom
CrajlaXHyB OCOOJIMBO SICKPaBO.



— Ocb ue yynoBuii nogapyHok! — ckaszas BiH. — 41
3aBXK/M MUJTYBaBCSl SICHUMU 31pKaMH, TXHIM
OUBOBIDKHUM cBiTiIoM! CaMm 51 HIKOJIM HE MIT CBITUTH,
sIK BOHH, X0Ua MparHyB bOro BCiM cepueM. I ock BoHn
MNOMITWJIM MEHE, SKAJTFOTI1JIHUI CTapuil JIiXTap, 1 mocjaanm
MeHi nojlapyHoK. BoHu o6fapyBaiiu MeHe 3[1aTHICTIO
NOKa3yBaTH THUM, KOTO s JIFOOIII0, BCE, IO 5 MaM’ SITaro i
6auy cam. Ocb 1ie cnipasfi 3ajioBosieHHs1! bo pajiictb,
SIKOIO MU HE MO>KEMO MOUIUTHUCS 3 IHIUIMMU, HE
NPUHOCUTH HaM 3aJI0BOJICHHSI !

— IloBaxkHa ymMKa, — cKa3aB BiTep. — AJe Tu,
NIEBHO, HE 3HAEIII, IO JIO LIbOTO JIapy MOJIAEThCS BOCKOBA
cBiuka. Ty HIKOMY HIYOrO HE 3MOXKeIlll MOKA3aTH, KO
B TOO1 HE ropiTUMe BOCKOBa cBiuka. Och Npo 110 He
nopgymanu 3ipku. I Tebe, i Bce Te, 10 CBITUTHCS, BOHU
NpuiiMatoTh 3a BOCKOBI cBiuku. Hy, a Tenep s
BTOMUBCSI, yac BignounBaTu. CKa3as BiTep 1 JIr CMATH.

Ha inmmii paHok... Hi, yepes JieHb, Ha HACTYTHUI Bedip
JIXTap JIeKaB y Kpicii, 1 B KOro X? Y cTaporo HiYHOro
CTOpOXa. 3a CBOIO JIOBIY BIPHY CIIy>kOy, Ha SIKY BiH
3aCTYyNUB IBA/IUATH YOTUPU POKU TOMY, YOJIOBIK
NOMPOCUB y MepIi BiJaTh oMy CTapuil By JIMYHUI
JixTap. BiH iMBUBCS Ha HHOTO Mail>Ke K Ha BJIACHY
JUTHHY; Y HbOTO He OyJI0 iTel, TOMY JIaMITy Biajau
omy.

I ock Tenep nixTap sexas y Kpicaii 061151 Teoi neui i,
37aBasiocs, HiOM BUPIC Bifi bOTO — BiH 3aiiMaB MaJio He
Bce Kpico. CTapeHbKl YONIOBIK Ta IPY>KMHA BEUEPSIN 1
JIATi[HO MOTJISIAJIM HA CTApU JIIXTap: BOHU 0X0Ye
nocaauiii 6 1oro i3 co60r0 X04 3a CTIJI.

[lonpasna, >xuny BOHU B MiJiBai, 1 100 NOTPANUTHU B
IXHIO KOMIpKY, TpeOa OyJi0 MPONTH Yepe3 BUMOILIEHY
LETJIO NPUX0XKY, 3aTe B caMiil KOMIpIli OYyJIO TETIo i
3aTUILHO. [IBepi Oyau 060UTI CMy>KKaMU [iepeBa.
JIixkKo Ta MajieHbKe BIKOHLE OyJM 3aBillleH] LITOpaMH,



1 BCe BUTJISAIAIO YACTUM Ta oXaHnM. Ha minBiKoHHI
CTOSIJTU JIBA [IUBHI KBITKOBI TOPILMKHU, SIKi MOPSIK Ha iM'st
Kpicrian npui3 3i CxigHoi umn 3axigHol [Hpii. Bonu
OyJI1 IJIMHSHL, Y (DOpMI JIBOX CJIOHIB 3 BIIKPUTUMU
CIMHAMM; BOHU OyJIM IOPOKHUCTI Ta HAIllOBHEHI1
3emuieto. B offHOMY cioHi pociia uoysisi-nopein — 1e
OyB ropop aigycs it 6adyci, B iHILIOMY L[BiJla reépaHb —
ue OyB ixHiii caji. Ha cTiHi Bucisia BesMKa oJtiiiHa
KapTHHa, 1110 300paxkyBasia BijeHChKHMiT KOHTpec, Ha
SIKOMY OyJI IPUCYTHI pa3oM yci iMIepaTopu i KOpOJIi.
CtapoBUHHUI TOIMHHUK 3 Ba3KKUMU CBUHIEBUMU
rUpsIMU TIOKaB 6€3 yNUHY 1 TIOCTIMHO MOCTIIIAaB, ajie 11e
OyJ10 Kpallle, HixX SIKOU BIH BiJICTaBaB, TOBOPUJIN
CTapEeHbKI.

OT:ke, 3apa3 BOHU BEUEPsIv, a CTapUil BYJIMUHUI
JIXTap JIeKaB y KpIcii 61181 TeI101 MiYKH, 1 HoMy
3[aBaJIOCs, HIOM BECh CBIT NEPEBEPHYBCS I0ropu
apurom. Ta ock cTapuil CTOPOK MOIJISIHYB HA HHOTO i
NoYaB MPUragyBaTu BCe, IO IM JOBEJIOCS NepesKUTI
pa3oM y fiouli, y Herofy, y siCHi, KOpOTKi JIiTHI HOYi Ta
B CHIKHI XYPTOBUHHU, KOJIM IOMY XOTIJIoCs OyTH BjOMa
B nijiBasi. Topi aixTap BiquyB, 1110 BCE 3HOBY rapasji.
Bin 6auuB yce, 1110 cTan0Cs, AOCUTH YiTKO, HIOU Lie
BiiOyBasocs 3HOBY . be3nepeuHo, BiTep nogapysas
AOMY 4y/I0BUI NOJAPYHOK.

Crapi Oynu 1y>ke ak TUBHUMU Ta MPAlbOBUTUMU, BOHU
HIKOJIX He cUin Oe3 Aijia Hi TOAUHU. Y HELIIO MiCs
0011y BOHH JIICTABAJIU SIKICh KHUTH, 3a3BAYAl KHUT'Y
Npo NMOAOPOXKI, K1 ™M y>ke nofgodanucsi. CTapuil YnTas
yroJjoc npo Agpuky, 3 il BeIMIe3HUMHU JIicaMu Ta
JIMKUMU CJIOHAMMU, a FOT0 JIPY>KUHA YBAXKHO ciyXaja,
yac BiJ] 4acy MOIJISIal0uM Ha TJIMHSHUX CJIOHIB, SIK1
CITY>KWJIA KBITKOBUMU TOPIIMKAMM.

«51 maiizke MOXKY ySIBUTH, 1110 6auy Bce 1e», — cKaszaja
BOHA



A JiXTapro Tak XOTiI0cs, 100 y HbOMY ropijia BOCKOBa
CBiuKa, — TOJIi 6abycs, sIK 1 BiH cam, HasiBy nobauusia 6
yce: 1 BUCOKI JiepeBa 3 NepenieTeHUM I'yCTUM TiJUIsiM, 1
JIOfIeN, 1 LTI CTajia CJIOHIB, IO TONYYTh 6aMOYKOBI1
3apOCTi CBOIMU IIMPOKUMHU, BASKKUMU HOT'aMH.

— SIka KopuCTb BijJ MOIX 3[i0HOCTE, SIKIO HEMAE
BOCKOBO{ CBIUKM? — 3ITXaB JiXTap. — Y Jiycs i
6a0yci € Juile oJiisl Ta XKUP, a BOHU HE MiIXO[UTh.

OpHoro HS 10 TbOXY MOTpanuia Bejarka Kymna
HEJIONAJIKIB Bil BOCKOBUX CBIYOK. BilbIIi IMMaTKu
CHaJIUIIM, a MEHIIIi cTapa >KiHKa 30eperJia il BOLEHHS
HUTKU. ToX CBIYOK Temnep OyJ0 JOCTATHBO, ajie HIKOMY
HE CIajasio Ha JYMKY MOKJIACTU MaJIEeHbKUI [IIMATOYOK
y Jlammy.

— Hy, ocb i cTot0 91 TYT 3 yciMa MOIMU PifIKiCHUMH
3010HOCTSIMU, — FOBOPHUB JIIXTap. — Y MEHE €
3MiOHOCTI, ajie sl He MOXY HUMM MOJIJIUTUCS; BOHU HE
3HAIOTh, 1110 51 MOTJ1a 6 IOKPUTH 11l 6111 CTiHK
NpeKpacHUM robesieHoM, ab0 MepeTBOPUTH 1X Ha
6J1aropofHi Jiicu, abo, BJIacHe, Ha 1110 3aBIOJIHO, MPO 110
BOHU MOrJu 6 nogymatu!

JlixTap, 3aBX/I¥ BUYMUILEHUIA T2 OXAWHUIA, CTOSIB ¥
KYTKY, Ha HaliBU/HiIIOMY Micui. JTroqu, monpaspa,
HA3MBAJIM IOTO CTApUM MOTJIOXOM, aJie Iiiych i 6adycs
NPONYCKaJM Taki CJI0Ba MOB3 ByXa — BOHU JIFOOWIIU
CTapui JTixXTap.

OpHoro pasy, Ha JIeHb HAPOJPKEHHSI CTApOro, >KiHKa
OiJIiALLIIA IO JIIXTapsl, YCMIXHYJIAacs 1 cKas3aJa:

— 3apa3 Mu 3anajrMo Ha MOro 4ecTh 1TFoMiHallio!

JlixTap Tak i 3a3BeHiB Bifi pajiocTi. «Hapermi ix
OCSISIO!» — TOJyMaB BiH.



AJle 3a5MM B HbOTO 3HOBY OJTiH0, @ HE BOCKOBY CBIUKY.
BiH ropis yBech Beuip i1 3HaB Tenep, 1o jJap 31poK —
HANYy/IOBIIINI JIap, SIKAW HE 3TOIUTHCS IOMY B IIbOMY
SKUTTI.

I ock HacHMIIOCS NiXTapro, HIOK CTOPOXK 1 OTO
[PY>K1HA IIOMEPJIH, a F0ro BifIBE3JIM J10
YaBYHOJIMBAPHOT'O 3aBOJY, 11100 nepernyiaButi. Lle
BUKJIMKAJIO B HHOT'O TAKE K 3aHENIOKOEHHS, 5K 1 TOrO
JIHs1, KOJIA FI0r0 BUKJIMKANU [0 Mepa B paryiy. Ane
Xoua BiH OyB Ha/IIJIeHUI 3IaTHICTIO THUTH BiJ 1pXKi,
KOJIM IOMY 3aMaHEeTbCsl, BIH HEIO HE CKOPUCTABCSI.
[Torpanus nixTap y njaaBusbHy Miy i NEPeTBOPUBCS HA
YyIOBUI 3aJ113HUAN CBIYHUK Y BUTJISIL STHTOJIA 3 OyKETOM

y pyui.

Y GykeT BCTaBUJIM BOCKOBY CBIUKY, i CBIUHMK
MOCTaBUJIA HA MUCHbMOBOMY CTOJII B Iy>Ke 3aTUIIHIT
KIMHaTI. ¥ Tifl KIMHATI BC1 oML OYJIM 3acTaBlEH1
KHATAMH, CTiHM OOBillIaHi 4yIOBUMM KapTUHaMu. TaB
>KUB TOET, 1 BCE, MPO IO BiH IyMaB 1 MUCaB,
300paskyBajocsi HaBkoJio Heoro. [Tpupona siBisinacs
IOMy iHOJIi B TEMHUX Jlicax, iHOJII HA BECEJIMX JIyKax, Jie
NOXO/KAaJN JIeJIeKH, a00 Ha nayry6i KopaoJst, 1o MJIUB
10 MIHUCTOMY MOPIO 3 YUCTUM OJIAKUTHUM HEOOM
yropi, a6o BHOYI ij| 6JIMCKYYMMH 3ipKaMH.

— Slkumu X 51 cullaMK BOJIOfIit0! — cKazaB cTapuii
JXTap, OTSMUBLIKMCH BijJf CHy. — MeHi HaBiTh XOYeThCs
NOTPAnuTH Ha nepemyiaBky. Brim, Hi! Jloku xuBi
CTOPOXK 3 JIPY>KUHOIO — He Tpeba. BoHu mo6asTh
MEHEe TaKuM, IKUM 51 €! 51 1711 HUX Bce OffHO IO PijfHUiA
cuH. BoHn yncTSTH MEHe, 3anpaBJisiiOTh OJIIE0 !

Bigroni cTapuii By IMUHWIA JIIXTAp 3HAMILIOB TYLIEBHUIA
cnokiii. Bin fioro 3aciy>kus...



